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STUDIES IN SCANDINAVIAN PALEOGRAPHY 

In an article published elsewhere 1 I have shown that the form of 
the Latin script that was borrowed in Eastern Norway was mainly 
Carolingian in character and that the date of borrowing Would seem 
to have been the first quarter of the xiith century. In the following 
pages I shall discuss certain phases of Icelandic and Norwegian 
writing in the xiith and the first half of the xiiith century with a 
view to such questions as the date of borrowing of the Latin script 
in Iceland, the relation of Icelandic to Norwegian writing and the 
evidences of influence of one upon the other. 

I 
The Y with Divergent Shank in Old Norse Mss 

A small number of the earliest Icelandic and Norwegian docu- 
ments exhibit a variety of forms of y that historically belong to 
quite different periods. These seemed to me as possibly signifi- 
cant in connection with the question of origins. At the outset it 
will be best to review briefly the English practice from 950 to 1125 
as regards the letter y and its changing forms. 

In English Script the y with diverging shanks was prevalent down 
to about 950. In Thompson's Introduction to Greek and Latin 
Paleography (G. L. Pal.) facsimile 146, A. D. 950, maintains this 
form, while Skeat's Twelve Facsimiles, Plate II, late xth century, 
nowhere exhibits it. The successor of this y (see below) Keller, 
Angelsachsische Paldographie, holds to have established its "Allein- 
herrschaft" by 970 and he instances the use of the new type in the 
Blickling Homilies of 97 1 2 . The old y is used throughout in the 
Vercelli Codex, which Keller dates 960-980 3 , though Wulcker, in 
the Introduction to the facsimile edition, dates it as "aus dem 
Anfang des xi Jahrhunderts." 4 In the xith century the y with di- 
vergent shanks, which I shall hereafter refer to as y\, is for a time 
used sporadically in native MSS, cp. the single instance (lytlige in 

^'On the Earliest History of the Latin Script in Eastern Norway," Publi- 
cations of the Society for the Advancement of Scandinavian Study, II, pp. 92-106. 
U.S. Pal., p. 42. 
3 L. c. p. 40. 
*Codex Vercellinensis, p. vii. 
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line 7) in Charter 19, 796, date 1017-1023, A. S. Pal. Plate VII. 
Its rarity is indicated by the fact that no instances of it occur in 
facsimiles 149-151, date 1001-1045, in Thompson's G. L. Pal, 
nor in the Register of New Minster, 1020-1030, or the Junius MS of 
Cadtnon, early xith c, Pal. Society, Ser. II, Vol. I, Plates 14 and 15. 
Also Latin MSS begin to exhibit the new y, but it seems to me 
that here the traditional y (yl) prevails down to about 1100. Thus 
the Latin parts of ^Elfric's Heptateuch regularly have yl, while, 
as noted above, the A. S. text has only y2 and y3. This is what 
we should expect; the Latin scribe was not necessarily in touch 
with practical progress in the vernacular, and though he were, there 
was no reason why he should not continue to employ the y which 
had established itself in and was a part of the script that he was 
using. And this he continued to do now and then clear into 
the xiith century. Thus in facsimile 177, G. L. Pal., first half of the 
xii century, the two occurrences of y, one in the native name 
Gypeswich, the other in the Latin word hystorias, are both of the 
type yl. 

Yl was in the course of the xith c. supplanted by one whose right 
shank turned in 5 ; before about 950 its base is turned to the left. I 
shall in the following designate this as y2. From 950 to 1000 this 
yl is used with decreasing frequency by the side of a y whose stem 
bent to the right, y3. Keller holds that the latter was used almost 
exclusively after 1000. I am inclined to think this latter dating 
somewhat early, even if the date of some of the MSS involved must 
be given only approximately. Thompson's fac. 6 150, dated by the 
Paleographic Society "early eleventh century," preserves regularly 
y2, as also Pal. Soc. Ser. II. Vol. I, Plate 17, date 1020-1030. The 
Cotton MS of the A. S. Chronicle, date, 1045, evidently has mainly 
transitional forms, while Ccedmon, Junius MS 11 Pal. Soc. Ser. II, 
Vol. I, Plate 14, date early xith c, also has many. And finally the 
Laud MS of the A. S. Chronicle, date as late as 1121, has in the 
main a stem that is straight or bent slightly to the left with no 

'Especially in the first half of the xth century another form having both 
shanks turned to the right was in vogue. This y resembled somewhat an f, 
or even f . (See Table A, Nos. 4-5.) 

•The abbreviations used will be easily intelligible: fac. = facsimile, c. = cen- 
tury, p.=page, 1. = line, Cod. = codex, B. M. = British Museum, A. S. = Anglo- 
Saxon, O. N. = 01d Norse, Norw.= Norwegian, Icel. = Icelandic, nw.= north- 
western, sw. = southwestern, e. and w. = eastern and western, respectively, Pal. 
Soc— Paleographic Society, Pal. Atlas = Palaografisk Atlas, Copenhagen, 1905. 
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bend of the base to the right. One will clearly have to reckon with 
local tradition and schools. And here too a more conservative 
practice is evidenced among Latin scribes. 

From about 950 the earlier punctuated y comes into vogue again, 
the unpunctuated y, as Keller shows 7 , being rarely met with after 
1000. Plate II in Skeat's Twelve Facsimiles still shows only the 
unpunctuated y, but fac. 149 in Thompson's Introduction, 1001, 
has in all cases the new form. 

We may then summarize: going back to 950 and before the y 
in native English script had prevailingly divergent shanks with 
and without punctuation. About 1050 the stem is turned to the 
right at the base, the right shank having for a half century been 
written with an inward turn of the top. It is now always punctu- 
ated. During the intervening century, but especially around 950 
and soon after the stem of the y was turned to the left, while around 
1000 a break or bend to either side is especially characteristic of it; 
it may also be straight and end in a sharp point. In Latin writing 
the traditional y was retained somewhat longer than in vernacular 
script. 

The y with divergent shanks is found in the following Old Norse 
MSS ; each will be referred to hereafter by the abbreviation given 
in brackets; Icel. : Reykjaholts Maldagi (RM), date last half of the 
xiith c, fac. in Pal. Atlas, 32; Kirkedags Homilie (KH), date, 
the same, fac. in Pal. Atlas, 1 ; and sporadically in Rimfrafti (Rim), 
date about 1200, fac. Pal. Atlas, 6. The type occurs in the following 
Norwegian MSS: Blasius saga, AM 655. IX, date last half of the 
xiith c. ; of this I am using a complete photograph in the Illinois 
University Scandinavian Collection (referred to here under IUS 
Coll) ; Fagrskinna, RA 51, fac. Pal. Atlas 23-24, and in the Tubingen 
fragments (Tub. Frag.) of the older Frostathing Law, 1260-1270, 
of which there is a complete facsimile in Norges gamle Love (N. g. 
L.) Vol. V. Sporadically y\ is also found in the Barlaams saga, 
Holm. 6, fol., fac. Pal. Atlas, 21, Frag. RA IB., and especially in 
RA 1C. Cod. III. (IUS Coll). 

Of these occurrences that of RM is the most old-fashioned; its 

form will be found in the Table as Bl. In KH the lower part is 

drawn out to a point; see Table B2. In the page of Rim y\ occurs 

in column 1, line 1, and in column 2, lines 5, 9, 18, 27, and 32. The 

M. 5. Pal. p. 42. 
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stem bends prominently to the left or is blunt or hooked upward, 
approximating that of RM*. In especially RM and Rim the yl 
corresponds closely to the English form of the xth-xith centuries. 
In the Norwegian Blasius saga the y assumes a strikingly modified 
form. In most cases here as all above the stem is the left stroke. 
In the Blasius saga, however, we find a variety of forms that are 
representative of quite different periods. The usual Anglo-Norman 
y\ with a prominent leftward bend is found a number of times (B 
lv, 2, 6, twice, 8, twice, 16, and elsewhere) ; elsewhere, in a number 
of instances with a stem slightly bent to the right; but most often 
the stem is broken sharply to the left at the base of the line then 
curved around or broken abruptly forward to the right; see Table 
B9. Again in a few cases (possibly by accident) the stem is short 
and blunt so that the y appears almost like a dotted v of the type 
of the period of the first use of the dotted y in England, as exhibited 
in, e. g., fac. 152, date 814, in G. L. Pal. And again in a few cases 
we have a y with inward, turned right shank, as \ylla, B, lv, 24. 
Finally in hayra, C, lv, 14, a fairly normal yl is used, whose stem 
seems to be the right side. These latter forms are mainly significant 
for the question of the time of writing; the earlier forms observed are 
instructive, however, for the light they seem to throw upon the 
question of the tradition they represent. The scribe of the Blasius 
saga, is employing an Anglo-Norman script, which seems to have 
been introduced into Eastern Norway in the first quarter of the xiith 
c. 9 and he gives to his y the form, or his own approximation to it, 
which it has in the script of the time. But often he employs a form 
of y which may have been traditional in western Norway and which 
goes back to the time of the establishment of the Latin script there. 
That date would seem to have been about the middle of the xith c. 
or a little earlier. 

Fagrskinna employs yl in its eight occurrences of the letter; its 
form is loose as this script in general; the base of the stem is turned 
sharply to the left. The slanting position of the stem is that of a 
later period; the MS probably is from about 1250. See Table B4. 

Tub. Frag, of nearly a century later uses yl prevailingly in the 
traditional form, with a pronounced leftward curve of the stem and 
the right shank turned to the right and ending in a ball; now and 
then less regular shapes of it appear, but these are few. It is 

8 Type y3 occurs seven times in Rim. 

sPubl. Soc. for Adv. Sc. Study, II, p. 105. 
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rather a remarkable thing to find the y with divergent shanks 
maintaining the traditional form in a MS of the latter half of the 
xiiith century. See Table B5. 

The Letter of King Philipp, PaLAOas, 48, date 1210, e. Norw., em- 
ploys throughout a y whose stem is the left stroke; its right shank 
is transitional in shape, mainly straight or turned in slightly, but 
approaches in unyta, 1. 4, the older shape. The e. Norw. Bar- 
loams saga, of about 1250 has mainly a y which is transitional be- 
tween yl and y3, but the stem is regularly the left side, while now 
and then forms with outward-turned right side is seen, as in 
Iceynilega, 1. 3, herbyrgi, 1. 4 or vygg, 1. 30. The type yl occurs 
several times in RA I C, Cod. III. The form is sometimes rather 
striking here, in that the position of the right shank is very low and 
the left main stem is nearly vertical, does not bend to the left at 
the top, but in one or two cases (in leaf c) rather bends slightly 
to the right. See Table B, group 6. Cp. the English y with both 
shanks turned to the right. See Table A, number 6. AM 315g. 
has only the later form of y; see below. 

There is only one other Norw. document which exhibits the older 
form of y, namely Frag. RA 1 B from nw. Norway. The letter is 
fairly regular in form, with stem bent leftward or tending to the 
straight form; the right shank is prominently bent outward, but 
sometimes shortened so that it stands a little lower than the top 
of the left stroke. See Table B7. This fragment now and then ex- 
hibits a slightly different form of which I shall speak directly below. 

The Y with Straight Right Shank in Norwegian Mss. 

Perhaps the earliest form of this y in Scandinavian documents 
is that which we find here and there in RA 1 B of the older Law of 
the Gulathing. In XIII, column 1, we have in the y of lyrittar, 
line 27, and nyta, line 24, a y whose right shank is straight and 
clubbed. This is clearly only a modification of the older y, — in 
place of writing a shank with an inward curve a form develops in 
which the curve is replaced by a thick or clubbed end. The ap- 
pearance of such a y is not very different from that of the older y. 
However, the change presents two possibilities in the further de- 
velopment of the letter: first, the shank will either become straight 
or, second, be turned in; and in either case the right shank would 
tend to become the main stroke. Such a development would be 
quite natural and on Scandinavian soil was probably quite inde- 



Studies in Scandinavian Paleography 535 

pendent of the change to the y with clubbed right shank on Eng- 
lish soil, as in, e. g., fac. 179, G. L. Pal., hyrcum, line 6. Scan- 
dinavian writing here went in a somewhat different direction from 
that in England. As to the course of the latter see p. 531 
above. In Norwegian script the result was a y with a straight 
right shank, at first written with a heavy stroke narrowing toward 
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the stem, later more often of uniform width. This is the y we 
have in the Letter of King Philipp, Pal. Atlas 48, among central 
east Norwegian MSS. The main stroke seems here in all cases to 
be the left one still. This stage in the development of the Nor- 
wegian y is also represented now and then in RA I C. Cod. Ill, 
also grouped with e. Norw. MSS (Throndhjem) by Haegstad. The 
type in question occurs, e. g., in leaf b, line 16, lyritar; of this 
kind, with a left stroke as the main one, is also fyniar, line 26. In all 
cases the left is still the main stroke, the right shank being now 
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and then detached from the stem. The future course of the let- 
ter is suggested in one instance, that of py>rinb8, in which the 
right shank is curved in slightly. 

Fragm. RA 1 A of the older Law of the Eidsivathing, east Norw. 
proper of about 1200 exhibits a mixture of forms. The main stroke 
is the left one in fkylldr, line 4, flytia, line 18, etc., but seems to be 
the right one in kys., line 13. The right shank is straight and verti- 
cal, bending to the left as it joins the left side. The tendency to 
curve the shank inward is seen in the y of tylpar, line 27. 

The next step in the development of the letter is seen in one 
that is found in GkS 1347, 4°, from nw. Norway. Here the main 
stroke is always the right one. The top is blunt and the upper part 
is straight or bends slightly inward. There is one occurrence fyrir 
line 6, of the typical English inward-turned right shank, but it 
seems doubtful whether this should here be regarded as representing 
the English tradition or merely an accidental form in this docu- 
ment. The leftward bend of the base (as in the old y) gives to 
the right stroke in this new y a general leftward curve. See Table 
C, group 2 2 - 7 . 

The Barlaams s. shows a mixed condition. The left stroke seems 
always to be the main one but with y\ (see above) we have a 
straight-shanked y, tryfii, b 14, and other forms, sometimes quite 
regular forms with inward-turned right shank. It seems likely 
that these latter are native forms here evolved out of the form with 
clubbed end (or possibly influence of the v and the p upon the y?). 10 
I shall finally mention the y of AM 619, 4°, Homiliebdk, Hands I 
and II, nw. Norw., as evidently a direct development of those dis- 
cussed above. The left stroke, which is also the main one, has 
the shape of the old yl; the top having an abrupt downward curve 
The right shank is sometimes straight and vertical but most often 
curved inward slightly. Often, especially in Hand II, we meet with 
a form which suggests that a new influence is entering. This is, 
if anything, more noticeable in Hand III, sw. Norw. In A M 315, e, 
the left main stroke of the y is that of y\ ; but here the right side 
is regularly straight and vertical or bent in and parallel with the left 
side. In one instance, Imy/a, lv, line 21, the right shank is clubbed 
inward, while a turned-in shank occurs in fynia, 2v, line. AM 
315 g. Fol. shows the evolution to the form with an inward-curved 

"The relation between v, \> and y in especially sw. Norw. and Icel. MSS I 
shall discuss in a later paper. 
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main right stroke complete. For examples of these forms see 
Table, C, row one. The later evolved native forms and possible 
English influence I shall not discuss here. 

The question then arises: is there any direct connection between 
the Norwegian and the Icelandic y with divergent shanks? This 
question seems to me must be answered in the negative. The 
form in question is of independent origin in the two cases, the 
time of borrowing being in Iceland the xith century, in Norway 
the first quarter of the xiith century. 

I have elsewhere attempted to show that the script we meet with 
in the earliest east Norwegian fragments of the last half of the xiith 
c. and around the year 1200, is a chiefly Carolingian script borrowed 
in eastern Norway in the first quarter of the xiith century. See 
also above p. 530. The y with divergent shanks is essentially an 
e. Norw. characteristic; the use of this y in the nw. Norw. 
document RA 58 B is merely another evidence of the prestige and 
influence of e. Norw. writing in nw. Norway in the early part of 
the xiiith century. 11 The extent of this influence in this particular 
case is further evidenced by the presence of v-forms which are the 
outgrowth of y\ in several other nw. Norw. MSS. But also the 
evidence is not lacking that the Anglo-Saxon xiith century form of 
y was known in e. Norway; it enters into and gives a strikingly 
modified form to the y of the Blasius saga, and it reveals itself 
elsewhere. And the writing of e. Norway as of nw. Norway is in 
its general aspect and in its technique, that of the xiith century with 
many elements from the charter hand, while the earliest Icelandic 
fragments exhibits a wholly different style of script. What we have 
before us is a conservative Carolingian hand of the xith c, pre- 
cisely like that of the Benedictional, date 1030-1040.* Quite 
similar to the script of RM is that of the Kirkedags Homilie, 
Pal. Atlas, 1 (see below). It is an excellent hand and distinctly 
an xith c. hand; the sustained contrast of light and heavy strokes, 
which Thompson, G. L. Pal., p. 436, emphasizes as a distin- 
guishing mark of xith c. writing, and which is so excellently 
illustrated in facsimiles 175-176 of Thompson's G. L. Pal. are 
wholly lacking. The shape of the mark of abbreviation also is 
to be noted; the grace of the xiith c. script exhibits itself in 
the short curved symbol with upturned ends such as we see 

"See Hsegstad's Vestnorsk Maalfore, pp. 32-33. 

*G. L. Pal. fac. 175. 
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in fac. 175 or 176, or in the e. Norw. Blasius saga* In RM, 
however, the stroke of abbreviation is straight with a hooked 
end, line 1, slightly curved with a hooked end, line 11, or slightly 
curved with blunt ends, line 11. 

Now as regards the y of these two documents it is in both essen- 
tially a pure yl; there are no hybrid forms; and the y is in all in- 
stances this type of y . The y of KH is less archaic ; possibly we may 
in this, together with the knowledge which the writer seems 
to show of A. S. script in his writing of the umlauts, see evidence of 
a new later loan. But the script of both documents is xith century 
Latin script. Also the evidence of Rim corroborates this dating. 
Here we have, first, a yl whose main stroke is the left, second, a 
yl, whose main stroke is the right. These forms of y could have 
come to Iceland from a script which still used yl but with it yl, 
or if we eliminate yl from the English, it itself represents another 
current of borrowing, but also one of the xith century later than 
which the borrowed y would have had the form y3 as in Norway. 
It may be noted further that Rim employs a third y, a yl whose 
main stroke is the right — a hybrid between yl and yl. n As to 
the question of a direct connection between this Icelandic script 
and the earliest writing of southwestern Norway, which also goes 
back to the xith c. that may for the present be left in abeyance. 
I shall now examine the Norw. MSS, e., nw. and sw., with reference 
to an outstanding characteristic of a large number of them, the 
mark of the hand of the chanceries. 

II 
The Charter Hand in the Norwegian Mss 
The English Chancery hand of the xith century is a set hand 
differing from the bookhand mainly in the extensive use of many 
cursive letters enlarged for capitals. In official documents it is a 
pointed hand with exaggerated long strokes drawn out into fine 
hair-lines. Sometimes one meets with a tendency to write the 
vertical stems with a short hook or spur near the top, G. L Pal., 
p. 521; see facsimiles 227-229 there, or Plates VI-X in Keller's 
Angels. Pal. II. In private documents beginning at the end of the 
xiith c. a style comes into use in which the letters are squarer in 
*For discussion of this see Pubic Soc. Adv. Scand.. St. II. pp 99-101. 
12 A fourth variant of y used in this MS does not concern us here; it also has 
the stem of yl. 
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form and vertical strokes are shorter, less exaggerated, while 
preserving the character of the pointed chancery hand otherwise. 
We shall now turn to the Norwegian MSS. 

The finest example of the pointed charter hand among Norwegian 
MSS is the first hand of the Homiliebdk, AM. 619, 4°. It resembles 
very much that of the Grant of Henry II, date 1156; see fac. 227 
in G. L. Pal. The long s is conspicuous as also the drawn-out ver- 
ticals of the i>, the r and especially the lower part of the g. Espe- 
cially striking is the almost uniform writing of an a with lengthened 
main stave, not only as a capital but also in the body of the word 
and finally. The d with slanting stem is regularly used although 
the straight d occurs, and the long r is used extensively in final posi- 
tion. Hand III is a smaller hand with less of exaggerated strokes, 
and the long r does not appear, but otherwise the hand is similar. 
Hand II is a bolder, somewhat set hand; it approaches more nearly 
that of the private charters but otherwise the style of script is 
quite the same. The tendency to use the straight-stemmed d is 
noticeable; note also the prevalence of the normal low a. 

The features to be noted in GkS 1347, 4", are the enlarged a 
and e, the long r, and the tendency to lengthen the main stroke 
of the b. The p is written with a spur at the left and the / with 
a clump in the same position. The spur written from the top of 
the i is proportionately very prominent and sometimes gives the 
letter the form of a 7. The pointed style of the capitals A and D 
is to be noted. Another nw. Norw. hand, AM. 315f,fol., exhibits 
the same general character; especially is to be observed the hooked 
vertical staves here consistently carried out, and the lengthening of 
the long staves below the line. The capital E of this hand is one 
which seems to be an outgrowth of the influence of the cursive type 
upon the capital; its exact counterpart in a slightly earlier form 
appears in Keller, A. S. Pal. Plate X, date 1058. Finally we may 
note the elaboration of the capital N. AM. 315e, fol., employs 
the long 5 and / together with the short, the enlarged a, e, h, n and 
v and lengthened-out long strokes in the first line of the page after 
the fashion of the charters. There are the pointed capitals, as D, 
the uncial M , and the usual N of the charters. The tendency to 
finial elaborations seen in this MS may have aided in a form of the 
capital E noted above, with the stem bent to the left at the top and 
curved upper bi-stave, similar to that of an r. The source of this 
E is clearly a capital M, the bi-stave of whose a has been omitted. 
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On the other hand if the cross-bar of the E is omitted a form of A 
results which we meet with in many Norwegian MSS, and which 
I am not aware appears in other Scandinavian MSS. It may also 
be noted that the v (small and large, but especially the large), 
commonly exhibits a right shank which descends slightly below the 
left stroke, a characteristic of the v in the English charters. 

In the script of the Blasius saga is to be noted, first, the extensive 
use of enlarged cursives, the pronounced pointed nature of many of its 
capitals, and its high-shouldered e. Of the first of these a and e ap- 
pear prevailingly in this form, the letters often taking on the squarish 
character which distinguishes this hand throughout. On the one 
hand the top of the a ends in a spur to the left and sometimes a 
hair-stroke up to the right, approaching somewhat the A of A M . 315 'e, 
noted above. The enlarged cursive e is round, as the small e, or 
straight, i. e., an enlarged high-shouldered e. The capital E is writ- 
ten with a pronounced backward slant, sometimes lying almost on 
its back as En, line 5 of C, lv. Or again it is straight with a spur 
on the left somewhat below the top. The pointed character of the 
hand becomes especially exaggerated in the 0; its top is narrow 
and bent to the right, the two strokes of the letter running parallel 
down first to the left, then to the right, an exaggeration of the 
pointed which we meet with in such English charters as the 
Grant of Henry I, 1120-1130. We may note finally a D formed by 
two lines joined at the top by a hair-stroke; compare a D, whose 
top is not thus joined in AM. 315 e. 

RA IB, of the older Law of the Gulathing has the enlarged 
eand a and in general similar features as AM. 315e; and ^4.M. 315g, 
oiNi'Saros Bjarkeyjarrettr, pages 2 and 3 of the preserved fragment, 
is not especially different. The hooked verticals and the elaborate 
enlarged cursive e are particularly to be noted. In page 1 the spur 
of the verticals sometimes takes the form of a short cross-bar. 
The hand is a set hand such as we find in the private charters; 
the general form of the letters is here virtually that of a book-hand. 
A certain elaboration of strokes is about all that separates this 
hand from the literary script of about 1200. Clearly a different 
hand from that of pp. 2-3 of this fragment. 

Now we may turn to Strengleikar, Uppsala, DG. 4-7, of about 
1250, and sw. Norw. That which gives this MS its individuality 
paleographically, is the elaboration of the spur at the left of the 
verticals — it is drawn out into a sharp point, the line being 
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often nearly as long as the vertical of the letter. This is an 
exaggeration of a technique of the charter hand, but so gracefully 
made as decidedly to lend beauty to the script. The elaborate 
ornamentation of the superior strokes in the top line on the page 
is also to be observed. 

RA. 58, Cod. A, Fragment of the King's Mirror, is clearly the 
work of an untrained scribe; the letters are uneven and the scale 
irregular, the whole script unsteady. The writing is again official 
in character approaching the set style. The long strokes in the 
first line of the page are written quite tall. The enlarged cursive e 
is used by the side of a form of capital somewhat similar to that of 
of AM. 315 f. AM. 310, 4,° of the Saga of Olaf Tryggvasson is 
not unlike the last in its general aspect, but the letters are 
better formed. It comes somewhat nearer to the literary hand, but 
not so much so as to differentiate it particularly from the group 
examined. A style of E is seen in line 23 of the fac. page, Pal. Atlas 
19, which is a hybrid between the capital and the enlarged cursive, 
somewhat like that of some forms of « in the Codex Regius or a 
rare e in the main MS of the Konungs Skuggsjd. It employs the 
enlarged e; the pointed and the cross-bar of the superior stems 
may be noted. RA. 81 is a square hand of the same style as the 
Fagrskinna fragments ; it employs the long s, f and r . The tendency 
to elaboration exhibits itself in the finial of the d and in the swing 
of the long stems in general. The hand probably belongs to the 
beginning of the xiiith century. 

Finally I shall speak briefly of the Tubingen Fragments. This is 
a set chancery hand with exaggerated long stems in the upper line 
and sweeping strokes in f, i>, \>, j and the long r. There are en- 
larged minuscules for capitals by the side of the capitals. Among 
the latter is the E evolved from M by elimination of the bi-stave of 
a, as in AM. 315e. In, e. g., En, p. 3, line 3, the main stroke of 
this E preserves wholly the lines of the main stroke of the a. 

In conclusion then: we have examined the ONw. MSS from the 
earliest fragments down to about the middle of the xiiith c, and 
we find in almost every instance a hand with strong charter hand 
characteristics, some MSS being written in a pure charter hand. 
In some cases it is a writing which is on the borderland between the 
hand of literature and that of the chancery. Of the two types of the 
latter that which tended toward the book-hand in the squarer form 
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of its letters, namely that of private documents, is on the whole 
the one which prevails. 

The Charter Hand in Iceland Mss 

We may first take the two MSS Homttiebdk, Holm. Perg. 15, 4° 
{Horn 27.), and Gregors Homilier, AM. 677, 4° (Gregor), both of about 
1200. We note that the cursive a and e enlarged for a capital are 
used by these writers. The letters are, however, not large and the 
exaggerations of the Norwegian hands are entirely lacking. 18 On 
the conservative character of Gregor as regards /or p, v or \>, see 
Hsegstad, VM.ll. Similar is the condition in AM. 645, 4,° a hand 
of less pure character, however 14 . Even more conservative is Agrip, 
ca. 1225. Similar, in general, are the Fragments of Olafs. s.;** 
the high D of II c, line 2, is the only point to be noted. AM. 162 
A. fol. of the Egils s., is a strikingly beautiful hand. The short 
stems are quite short but the superior staves are written very tall 
and the lower part of the g is drawn out very long. The shape of 
the letters is in general that of a literary hand; into which has been 
introduced the long f, g and b of the charters, something which un- 
doubtedly represents the Norwegian influence. Enlarged cursive 
e is regularly used. Another striking hand is that of the Konungsbdk 
of the Grdgds, 1250. The influence of the new style shows itself 
here in the whole character of the writing, whereas the exaggeration 
of long strokes is not especially conspicuous. The hand is practical- 
ly that of xiiith c. private charters. Of similar style but closer to 
the book-hand is the Kringla leaf c2, 1260, and the Siafiarhdlsbok 
of Grdgds, 1260. 

But when we come down as late as the Codex Regius the char- 
acteristics of the Norwegian style of writing is evidenced in a variety 
of capital forms after the fashion of the charters. I shall note here 
the following : the V with a stem or left stroke descending considera- 
bly below the line as, p. 1, line 24; p. 7, lines 9, 16, 21, etc., and almost 
throughout in the form of this capital; the uncial M, often with 
exaggerated third stroke, as p. 1, line 29; p. 4, line 28; p. 8, lines 
34, 10, 26, etc., etc.; the similar drawing out of the lower part of the 

"Slightly enlarged a's and c's one finds also in Latin MSS of the xith c; cp> 
fac. 177 in Thompson's Introduction. 

"I cannot speak with reference to A \f 325 C : Am. 686, c, b, i", of intermedi- 
ate date, as I do not possess photographs ot these. 

15 Facsimiles in Oite Erudstykker a/den celdste saga om Olaf den hellige, udg. 
ved. Gustav Storm, Kri. 1S93. 
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H and G below the line; the pointed character of the capital as regu- 
larly written in the MS, cp., e. g., p. 6, line 18, and p. 43, line 1; 
(cp. the D, p. 46, line 1); in the capital S of two strokes, as p. 3, 
line 13, a calligraphic variation of that of the charters; and 
finally the extensive use of enlarged a and e, frequently in exag- 
gerated forms, and the exceedingly long s. 

The conclusion is suggested by the brief examination here made, 
that the Latin script of Iceland, which was originally a pure book- 
hand, continued to preserve this character down to about 1225; at 
about that time a current of influence from Norway results in a 
style of writing which comes to have many of the marks of the 
chancery hand. As to the future of this hand in Iceland I am not 
here concerned. In Norway, however, the script used in books 
had in the xiith century in the main the character of a chancery 
hand prevailingly somewhat set in style; a pure book-hand is 
rarely met with. The question as to how far back this style of 
writing dates in Norway and certain questions in Icelandic- 
Norwegian relations will be reserved for a later paper. 

George T. Flom. 

July, 1915. 



